





A Dialogue between Feft 


Heraclitus Ridens 
and Each, concerning the Times. 


Kumb, 24. 


> Curldayp, July the rath. 168r. 





Earn. HAT? All Sham do they fay, 
not a word of Truth in it? 

Fe. Not a, fyllable upon the 
faith of a True Whigg 5: nay,.if 

you will have it, they’l {wear as heartily as Sir G. 
thac they are all- Rogues, 

Earn. This is.no more than was to be expect- 
ed, but fure the People will have more wit! and 
grace than to believe themy;: why, does not all 
the World know they will Lyeas fait as a Dog will 
trot. 

Feft. Nay the truth is, their Al's now at,fiake 
as they think, and therefore it is no wonder if 
they make ufe of all their ftock of Impudence to 
difcredit the belief of any Fanatical Confpiracy. 

Earn. Was not. all the credit of the Party 
pawned for Fitz-barris’s honelty, were not all trae 
Protetants bound to pray forhim? and pray what 
is their Credit worth? .now that in artieulo mortis, 
when he could have no temptation to make a for- 
mal, Lye, he comes to.expofe the: Villany of fome 
men of their Party, and makes an ingenuous con- 
feffion of a horrid Defign againft his Majetties 
Perfon and Government , there is no credit to be 
given: to it. 

Feft. Can you blame them for denying them- 
felves to be Traytors and Confpirators, after all 
their pretences to Religion and Confcience, and 
of tendernefs for the Perfon of his Majelty and 
the Government. Oh Sir, they love the King, 
and pity him with all their hearts; that which 

the wicked Tories call a Confiiracy, was only a De- 
fign to refcue his Majelty out of the hands of his 
evil Counfellours, and to make him a Glorious 
King. 

Earn They may call it what they will, but the 
Law calls feizing of the Perfon of the King upon any 
pretence whatfoever downright High Treafon, and 
this is one thing they are accufed of, and for all 
the Arts they ufe to ftifle the Plot and vilifie the 
Kings Evidence, if this be proved upon the Con- 
{pirators, their good intentions will not fave their 

ds. 

Ne Well, I think we are more obliged to 
them for their Impudence than for their Honefty 5 
and certainly the greateft Difcovery of the truth 
of a Fanatical Plot, is the Zeal and pains they take 
toconceal it, and to vindicate the perfons accufed 
of it. 

Earn Nay, itis a plain cafe, not only that they 
love the Earl of Shaftsbury better than the King, 
but they think his life and honour more valuable 











than that of hisSacred Majefty, and by: that. pray 
gucfs how good Subjects and. Chriftians thele En- 
glifh Whigs axe, as wellas their Brethren of Seothind, 
and I {ce little difference more than that the Scots 
had more Zeal, and thefe more cunning ‘than to 
confefS and be hanged. 

Fett. Nay, for their great love to the King they 

have given this Demonftration, That not one 
Whig shas ever, been heard to open his mouth in 
vindication of his Majetties Honour, Juitice and 
Reputation; but on the contrary, they have pro- 
moted and encouraged all the Libels, tcandalous 
RefleGions, jcalouties, reports and rumours that 
might any ways tend to his difadvantage in Go- 
vernment, and difreputation ; they have made it 
their butinefs’ by their. Journeymen Scriblers, and 
by running from one ‘ offeehoufe to another, to im- 
prove fcandalous, idle, lying Reports arid ftories, 
and-to thew how little they love the King them- 
felves, they have by all the Arts imaginable endeas 
voured to alienate the affections of his Subjects 
from him 3 and for.the trath of this I appeal to that 
Cloud of Witncffes againft them of theirown Li- 
bels, and the whole butinefs of their feditious Cof- 
feeboufe and Club-difcourfe. 
- Earn. Ay Sir, But the dear Earl of Shaftsbary' 
he mutt be a National Concern; and though never a 
pen of the Party was dip’d in any’ ink but fuch as 
was defigned to defame and blacken the King; 
witnefs that Speech of Franck Smiths of a Noble 
Peer, which tells us the King is not to be trujted, and 
that to give bim any Money is to betray the Nation 3 
yet no fooner is the Earl fent to the Tower upon 
an accufation of High Treafon, but out comesa 
Vindication of him. 

Jet. 1 heard the Rogues baw] it about the ftreets, 
pray what was in it ? 

Earn. Oh, a high Character of Fidelity and 
Loyaky, and a few fcurvy names given to. the 
Kings Evidence, Beggars, Rogues, Villains, and in 
a Word Irifh and Papyts, 

Feft. What? When they were to have fworn 
again{t the Q, his R. H. and the E. of Danby 
and the Noble. Lords who were tohhave been as 
Fitzbarri’s dying paper afisms, French Penfioners, 
then they were fubftantial Evidence, and accufing, 
them of f{ubornation, was ftifling the Popith Ploc 
and what not? but now they are all the Rogues in 
Nature. 

Earn, Why Sir, they would perfuade the World 
it is impoffible there fhould be a'Fanatical Confpi- 


racy. 
‘Felt. 





. . Fe: And why not as well as a Popith Plot. Did 
‘not the Fanaticks once npon a time call themfelves, 
as thefedo, the only true Protetdmes, did wot they 
jutt as thefe do proft(s the gutatcft Loyalty to the 
King, and at the (ametithe LibeThim, defame his 
Government; take up Arms againft him, and at 
the laft cut off his head ? how (hall we believe the 
prefent Fanaticks mean not the fame? ay 

Bard. Nay, if they air give one’ fingle inftance 
of Repentanca, or if you can perfuade any one of 
them to renounce their Principles, fomething might 
be faid in favour of them, but if you catch them 
‘abhorring the traitcrous Pofitions of the late Re- 
bels, or resiouncing Proteftations, Covenants* or 
Affeciations, they’! give yowleave to roaft thetn at 

_ Temple-Bar witly their Brothet King-killer the Pope, 

Fe. Wells Tinie and Patience, or it may be 
their impatience, will unriddie all, and convince 
the Nation that there is danger enough from Fa+ 
naticks a$ well.as Pupifts.: 

Earn. Unriddle quothe; Why, fure Fitzbarrin’s 
Paper has unridied enough, to convince even the 
Fanaticks themfelves, and {ure no perfons can deny 
a Fanatical Confpiracy after {uch a Difcovery, ‘but 
they muft. be acceffariesor Parties in ic: Why? it 
is their own Law, if any perfon did not believe 
every Article of the Narratives and Depofitions, 
better than fome body believes the Athanafian Creed, 
they were prefently Popithly affected and in danger 
of being: brought into the Plot. 

Fett. What, do you talk of Fitszbarris ? 

Earn. What made the Fanaticks talk fo much 
ofshim, and cry him up for an honeft man, -and 
bend all their united Forces to fave his life? And 
yet now when he tells the truth they will not be- 
lieve him, though it is apparent there could be no 
juggle? 

—Feft. Why Sir, you mutt know, that every thing 
withithem ‘is. true or falfeas it may ferve their In- 
tereft, 

Earn: But all this while where is the care and 
concern for the prefervation of his Majetties life? 
it is not impoffible there fhould be a Fanatical Plot, 
is,it ?. now fappofing but a bare probability, and I 
think the. whole Nation is fenfible enough of that, 
can there be too great Caution ufed to prevent the 
dangerof fucha Defign, ‘or can they who endea- 
vour to perfuade People there is nodanger, mean 
well co the King and the Government? fuppofe it 
tobe true and tillitis by due procefs of Law proved 
otherwife, every good Subject is bound to believe 
it true, by virtue of theOath of Allegiance, which 
every Subje& of England is bound to take, if law- 
fully tendred, all perfons are obliged to do their bet 
endeavours to difclofe and make knorwn unto Iris Ma- 
jety, bis Heirs and Succeffors, all Treafons end traite- 
rons Confpiracies which they frall know or bear of, to be 
againft bim or any of them. Now pray do but ob-+ 
ferve what good Subjects thefe trae Proteftant Fana- 
ticks ‘are, and how much they value Oaths; they 
hear of all fides of their Ears of a traiterous Con- 
{piracy againft the King, they hear it is {worn by 
feverdl Witnefies; they hear fome perfons are fent 
to the Tower: about it ; yet they are-fo far from 


contributing to any further Difcovery of this trai- 
terous Cenfpiracy; that they make it their bufi- 


3, by printing ant pratingto difparage the Evi- 


engc, Re 
to ftifle and {mother all further difcovery or belief 


of aPlot; as if the Kings life were nothing if com- 
‘pared with that of a Noble Peer. 


if Nay, I lefay that for therh they are as full 
of Manners too as Loyalty for chey do as good as 
tell the King and Coungil, that they are guilty of 
fubornation of Witneffes, and as Fitzbarris’s Pa- 
per fays, they endeavour to perfuade the World 
that this is but a Cowrt-Trick, 

Earn. Well, mark the winding vp of thé Jack, 
Old Birds ate not taker’ with chaff, if the perfons 
accufed are innocent that will appear at their Trials, 
‘and will be for theit honour ; if they are guilty, fiat 
Fuftitia, thould every good Sabje fay, and with- 
out making Vindications'to ftifle Plots which may 
endanger the Kings life, leave them to the courfe of 
the Law. 

Fe. Come, Let’s ave them with their Apo- 
fogies and Vindications, and mind our own bu- 
finets. 

Eatn. Quere 1. Whether that perfon was in 
Je or Earneft, who upon the conteft between Dr. 
Hawkins and the Sheriff about Firzbarris’s ‘papers 
at Tiburn’, ftep'd in to arbitrate the matter, and 
decided it fairly on the Sheriffs fide, telling bim, 
Mr. Sheriff; ‘you ought to be denied notbing that is 
bere? 

2, Whither the Kitg ‘was not like toexpedt a 
prcat meafure of Jaftice ‘from the Jury chat was 
impannel’d for Sam. Harris, who ttands accafed 
fer difperfing, the Libel for which his Names-fake 
was hanged, when "tis faid the Foreman was one of 
thofe that bail’d him, and Sammel himfelf was ex- 
alted at the Seffions to fit on Mr. Sheriffs left hand? 

3. Whether O/4 Nols heads did not take it for 
an affront to be thrown down fiom the Pinacle of 
Honout, which is repairing at the South end of 
W efteninfter-ball, and whether he would not be 
better than a Witch who could tell who fhall be his 
Succeffor in that high Preferment ? 

4. Whether Reading did not once look through 
a Loophole for endeavouring to ftifle the Popith 
Plot, and fotne others for vilitying the Kings Evi- 
dence; and whether fome perfons may not arrive 
at the fame advancement tor their Learning and 
pains taken to ftifle the Fanatick Confpiracy ? 

5. Whether the Whigs and Bromidghams had 
not better be quiet than go fcattering their idle 
ftories about the Town,fince no body believes them 
the more innocent, or believes lefS of a Fanatical 
Plot for all they can fay ? 

6. Whether Heyns for whom fuch pains was 
taken to procure hith a Pardon, wasan honeft man 
then, arid how a man cores fo foon ‘to be changed 
by giving Evidence for the King ? 

7. Whether thete benot hanging choice of Plots 
and Plotters, lec them be of what Religion they 
will; and whether one is bound.to believe fuch 
perfons have any, notwithftanding all their pre- 
tences? 
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